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HOAEL
NoL
The House of General Alexander Laconb, U.S.h. ' .
125 Hain Streei o BEev
Relieville }-eF
Hssex County, New Jersey £

Owner: MNrs, Rosalle A. Clark, 52 Bmith Street, Bellevilile

Date of Erection: 1798-179%9,., Frame addition to gouth end and
window gash replaced about 1870

Architect: TUnknown
Builder: Sarah lacouwd (original owner, 1798~1821 )=

Present Condition: Demolished in Hareh, 1940 on account of
tax burdsn

Number of Storeys: Two and one-hall over basement
Haterials of Construction
Foundation: 3tone masonry

Exterior walls: Coursed ashlar brownstone to eaveline;
frame gable ends above that line

Interior walls: Lath and plaster on frawme studdingjwood
Trim not original

Chimneys: Trick, built into inside of gable end walls
oof: Gambrel, tin covered

Windows: Hemarkable for btelng a seven-bay front. FPresent
sash replace originals.

Historicel Daba:

An account cof this mansion house, 1llustirated with a photo-
grach, appearing in The Sunday Call, Newark, New Jersey, of 1ist
Septewber 1201, is here quoted and annoted by way of correction
and explanation,

#% A stone inscribed A. i, 1799 wes noted atl top of {front wall
by present owner at time of demolition. A pleture post card

in colleebtion of HWewark Public Library bears caption "Colonial
Zansion built 1799 Ly Gen. lclomb, Delleville, lew Jersey" and
shows & front view of the house heke surveyed. But note that
Gen., Alexander racomb was only 17 years old in 179¢ and that no
house bullt in the U, 3. after the Rev. ¥War can be properly

called "Coloniall®
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{(Queote ) 0ld Stone Iouse, ZWelleviile. Colle
Cshornets hou%e, a landnarl of Felleville, is said
been erected in Aevolu* icnary tives, The earliest record 1is
a mortgage (a) Thils property wes turchased some years prior
to 1784 Ly Jogiah Hornblover Dfrom William Barrett, High
sneriff of Issox County, uneer foreclosure, The records of
sale are at Ferth Amboy (b). In a deed dated 20 June 1803 (c),
Jooiah Horntlower and wife Lilizabsitly conveyed Lo Sarah

(a) Lortgase dated 11 June 1724, Josian Iiornbloner of Second
Hiver, Wssex County, Wew Jerscey, to John Yan Louten, Jr. of
Hergen Counbty, irom Wllliam Sarﬂeuz, PHigh Sheriff, bounded
sast by ragsale Ziver and Episcopal Churct lot, south by gald
ict, ¢Mndu of Stenpsen Van Courtiaznd and of norigagor snd by
Second K 1ve¢, west by land of VWinn, north by that of sald
ven Cortland, of laxwell, =aid Nernolower and cof Capt. ddmund

1

Leslie, to secure payment o; SU0 Pounts in Spanish wmillied
dollars at & ghillings eaclh and interest on 18 ‘aj 1755.

(Zssex County hortg. Bk, C, e 4B Hor full account of Josiah
Fornblower (L7249=1809) memper of U. §. Censress, sce Irocecdings
of H. J. Hizst., 30c. 20nd seriss, VI, l?b—&é‘ '

e wag recorded In #ssex Couniy
en destroyed, uniortunalsly
ing the JﬂerSEip of this

{o) Lore Llilely tie deed of ga
Deed “oolr A, winich has since b
for our sgearch of tibtle ©o det
tract previous to 1784,

(¢} Actumily, tris cdeed was recoruod (in Essex County Deed
Reool: ¥, p. 28) on thls ufte' it vas QAvOubed on 20 ocuteuoer
1798 by Josiah Lovanlower and wife Blizauveth of Tellevilie,
Tewarr Townskin, sgex County, conveylnz te Saran hacomb of
New York City, for 4000, a 2U acre tract in fthe village of
Telleville, naving o 545 foot frontage on the west side of
tain Street and 2655 feet on the north sidc of "tie new

roed from Iewtoun to ﬁelTGViIWG”, with a 1/3 ccre lot

across Laln 3treet and Tronilas on F ssale Diver, "with all
and singular tne houses, eaLfmceu, ulldinge, orcraris’ etC.
LornoloweL and wile convered

“y a deen o 2D Avril 1801,
t0 sald Sara’ llacoab anotier lot on Fassaic Mivel in the

village of Celioville "in front of the houge and lend whereon
the said Sarah iecomo now lives," '
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BEligabeth conveyed to Sarah Macomb (d), wife of General
Macomb (sic!) 2 portion of thet tract which embraced all land
west from Halin Street to the lline of present Clinton Strest
and north from present Wllliam Street to land of John Dow
near present John Street, The Hacomb family occupled the
house (e} until 1811 when it was leased to one Winner who
operated 1t as 2 tavern until 1816 when the owner took pos-

() This grantee Sarah NMacomb of Wew York City 1798 as in
note (a) could not have been wife of General Alexander

Yacomb as stated; e was but 18 years old in that wvear, She
wag evidently Lis aunt who became his mother-in-law in 1803,
In a deed of 28 ilay 1803 converying land to. the M. E.. Church
in Belleville, tire souther boundry is deoscribed ag being
"the widow Macoml's land", By a Power of Attorney dated 9
September 1815, Sarab HMHacomb of Rloonficld Tovmship ape-
pointed John Dow of Delleville to leass or sell her real
estate, describing it as including "A Dwelling House with
about twenlty-three scres of land n the village of Delleville,
bounded east by Passale River, souti by the main road from
nelleville to Hloomfileld," a tract of wood aznd cleared land
detached from that leb, and o dwelling nouvses and lots on
the south side of the sald road. (Essex County Deeds L2-536).
Thirteen Essex County Dceds dated from 30 iay 1820 to 20 May
1824, disposing of her property in Belleville, describe her
as "Sarah nacomb lale of Belleville", indicating her removal
to another place, unnamed,

{6) Zvidently, the widow 3arah lLiacomb and her family resided
there in Belleville 1799~1815 as the property deeds indicate,
and hier nephew Alexander lacowmb (1782-1841) probably lived
with her while attending the Hewarlt Academy. Affer his mar-
riage to her daughter Catharine in 1803, (in the record of
which both parties are described as of Belleville), he ap-
parently continued *is howme with her there. Although the
title to the proportry remained in Sarah Mzcomb, the housge

ig Yere named for her famous son-in-law, His fother,
Alexander Lacont, 1s desgcril-ed in the 1700 census of

—

M.% .0, as head of a farily of 5 males over 16, 6 males
uncer 158, 12 females and 12 slaves. fe was of H. Y. C. iIn
1792 as described in a deed onveying to one Danlel
WeCormick a 4%a. tract on the south side of Second River,

Belleville with other land,
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session and resided there pri tply {f} One Hichard Gowmez

(sic) purchases and cceupied LL until 1830 (g) when it was

rented to a iilss Workus Pulinger, & widow (sle, ) who previoug-

1y kept tavern rnear thie gite of the car stables In Bellevilie
Avenue, Hewark, and operated 1 as a fTavern. The gerden was en=
closed with a tall round plickel fernce with arched gates at elther
egnd. A troad seul-circular carrizge wav, lines on elther side
wilith handscome trees, led to tne entrance it the taver, The bar
or taproom was dstuated at the Llef't of the atoop, where tihe two
windows are shown in the plicture....The widow ran the place
~until 1835 (sic) when the property was purchased oy Solomon T.
Teaacs (g) son-in-law of larmon Eeﬂdricmo, owner of the Soko
Copper ¥Worits., & year later, iir. Isases and John Qow, who owned
the adjoining property, opened ur the lands by cutiting through
Stevhens, Courtland, Isaac and Elizabetlh Streets, Wastnington
Avenue, Wasnington, Dow and Clinton 3treets, and sold a poriion
of tihe tract in blocics upon which sumall {frame houses were

erected for The accomodation of workuen emploved in the Dellewville

(f) Alexander liacomb, kajor General, U,5. Army, military hero of
the Battle of Platisburg, N.¥Y., was educaited at the Academy in
Newark, H.J., De. & Apy, 1782 at Detroit, iiich., d. 20 Junc 1841
at aaswi“mbon, B.C., monument in Congressional Cewmetary there,
was drd of the 4 sons of Alexander Maeomb, a vieallthy fur merchant
of Detroit and H.7v.C., by nis wife iary Catherine iavarre of
Detreoit, married (lst) 18 July 1803 Catiherine llacomb, be 30 ot
1727 at Detroelt, d. 19 Sept. 1CR2 at Georgetown, D, C., dau, of
Williawm hiscomd and wife Saran oring (Geve in note d.) end had
issue: Robert X8 15 1oy 1804, ellsville, i.J.3 Catherine b.
lat Getober 1u05, ti:eres Alquk¢er Co. e lst Gecte, 1808 Lnere;
Czarina £, o, 21 Cect. 1510 at Fort dothOp, 3.0.3 Anna i, D. 28
Cct, 1812 a2t Lelleville; Alexander 3. L. & Junc 1l8l4 there;
Getavia E. b. 3? rar, 1816 at Detroit; Francis 4. L. 29 lov, 1817
there; William 1. b, 16 June 181¢ tbere, darah b, 26 Lar. 1C21
there; and Jene 0. . 17 Sept. 1822 st Ceorsetown, L.Ce (C.
Denissen, Lescendants of Hobert hnavarre, 18¢7, pp. 1d, 241 and
245)., #Hssex County, N.J., Larriage reeoruﬂo-”apt ALGL&QGCP
Hacomh Jun. to wissg Catharine LcCobb, vbobh of Belleville, 18
July 1803, by the fev. Uzal Cgden of Hewark (Coneolos, Hofe Hedas
X, ITTL). Ior an account of this Alexander Liacomb, commanding
gencral, of the U,3. Army, see Dictlonary of Amnerican Hlography
¥IT, 166. (1€33): ard B.J. Lossing, Tre I'L LTDPLal lmela— Zock

ol the War «f 1812, po. B77=5, pu')l 1563, wizlelr latter says,
inter al., "woen e returned to hig famlly at Telleville, w.d.,
the village was 1liuminated, aad ie was recelved with thne icst
gratifving tokens of wespect,”

(¢) On tre contrary, by deed ol 26 June 1821, Sarah Haeomb late
of *loomfield TwWp., basex 0.y Hede, convsyed to Fenry Shell of
Be¥ 0, for 5500 the same 21 acre lot in Belleville wi:xich sre had
purchased frow Josiah Iornblower tr deed of 20 Sept. 1798 cited
in note (e), and said Shell and wife Delia of felleville conveyed
it Uy deed of 1 iar. lo“7 to Solomon L. Tsaacs of sane place

L
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Print Works, a thriving indudtry. The property ohanged hands (h)
and meny changes were mnde, A few wears apgo it was acguired

by an insurance concern, occupled at one time as a clubhouse

of the Felleville ¥Wheelmen and laler vacated. Sorme years ago

ti:e property, which had “ecome sowewhat rundowa, was purchased
By Lir. Usorne wio svent conslderaile money renovating the

place. The house was agaln pub into tfirst class condition

and the grounds veauiviiled and today there is n¢ pretitler piece
of property In Belleville. (End quote) :

Tiie iousgse having beon demclisbed in iareh 1940, our survey
drawings wmade {rom measurenents taken in 1935, compriso the
only known record of this mansion whose forgotten fame is here
resbored in writing.

Reference:

A sesrch of land and probate records of Essex County
by James ¥anlon, #.A.7.S. abstractor, reoeoived 30 Hovember 1840,

(h) Deed 14 Janvary 18%2, Solemon I, Igaszcs to CGrace and Hannah
Taasacs, all of . .¥.C., The Louse avd a lot 281 feet on west
gide of Passaic Street (Lain 3treet) by 421 4. deep to Cortland
Street, e ilisses Tsancs of W.Y,.C, to vim 3tephens of Dloomfield
Twpe,s, bssex Co,, Dy deed & April 183% for same property,
Stephens to Thes, PB. Soadington, H.Y¥.C., the eastern half of
gsame as ong of 10 tracts, by deed 20 jzareh 1860, Coddington

to Mary G, Condlt of Harrison, Hudson Co., H.dey the game lot
"¥nown ss tie residence of Wiliiam Stephens", by deed of 21
November 1860. Condit to Fugh Eolmes of Belleville Township,
fsgex Counlty, by deed of 1& June 1867. Iolames to Samuel B,
Brittain of Newari, H.J., by deed of 22 lLiay 1868, Drittain

to Folwes by decd of 17 larch 1869, Holmes to The iutual

Life Ins. Company of Na¥. by wortgage 20 Hovember 1871, forow-
cloged and propity. conveyed by sueriif Lto Kortgaenmee by deed

10 Oct. 1878« The hubtual Company to Arthur H, Oshorne of
Belleville by deed 1 Apr., 1897, Usborne to Arthur I,

Sandford of Hewark 9 August 1912, Sanford of wewark to Chas,
W. Dickinson of Relleville LU ilareh 1914 in trust, Dickinson
to Bmil C. wertz of ltelleville 6 April 1914 by mortgage, fore-
closed and vproperty selzed and conveyed by sierifll %o lary H.
ilerts 15 Lecenmber 191%. liertz and hushband te Joseph 7, Flaline
field of Fewark by doed 2uU fOctober 1420, Flainfield to
(tiuseppe Luriano by deed 22 liareh 1821, Ielrs of Luriano to
Louls ubherto of Delleville & Leoren 103504 Huberto to Amato
Building Company of Wewarlk, 18 August 1932, Anato Company

to Lary L. 0'eill of ¥ewark 10U August 1033%. Otleill by will
to nieco Rosalie L. Clark, 22 July 135, At the time of our
gurvey in 1935, the house was occupled by tenants.
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